
Lydia Hardwick 

Qualifications 

 MA Ceramics and Glass (2011-2013)  Royal College of Art 
Qualified Teacher Status (2011)  Graded as ‘Outstanding’, Eastwood and Leigh EBITT  
BA (Hons) Ceramics (2009)   Camberwell College of Art and Design, London 
Foundation in Art and Design (2006)  Chelsea College of Art and Design, London 
RHS Level 2 Certificate (2016)  Royal Botanical Gardens of Edinburgh / Writtle College 

Teaching and Educational Projects 

 2018  Artist Educator, Metal Culture (Mendip Community Wildlife Garden project) 
 2017  Artist Educator, Whitechapel Gallery (Children’s Commission in collaboration with Assemble) 
 2017 - present Artist Educator, Foundling Museum, London (Family Programme) 
 2016 - present Artist Educator, Royal Academy of Arts, London (DemonstRAte & Create) 
   Artist Educator, Jewish Museum, London (Family Programme) 
   Artist Educator, Focal Point Gallery, Southend-on-Sea (Arts Award Instructor) 
 2016  Artist in Residence, Tonbridge School, Kent 
 2015 - present  Artist Educator (workshops for both children and adults), Camden Arts Centre 
          Tutor of Foundation Diploma students, Hampstead School of Art 
 2015   Artist Educator, Turner Contemporary, Margate 
 2013 - present Self-employed tutor of art (private tuition) 
 2011   Full-time Art Teacher (KS3-KS5): Westcliff High School for Girls, Essex 

Selected Exhibitions and Commissions 

2018   Commissioned by Metal Culture to make an architectural archway for the Mendip Community 
   Wildlife Garden, Essex 

2016   Beazley Designs of the Year, Design Museum, London (with Assemble/Granby Workshops) 
  Community Fantasy and Future, Eye of Gyre, Tokyo (with Assemble/Granby Workshops) 
  Twofold, with Freya Douglas-Morris, Royal Overseas League, London 
2015  Turner Prize (product commissioned by winners Assemble), Tramway, Glasgow 

Test Space Open, Spike Island, Bristol 
C.A.I.R 2014, Künstlerhaus Stadttöpferei, Neumünster, Germany 

2014  AND ALSO, BUT NEARLY, debut solo show, Comar, Isle of Mull, Scotland 
  Between a rock and a hard place, three-man show, Vox Populi, Philadelphia, USA 
  Lydia Hardwick and Serena Zanardi, Künstlerhaus Stadttöpferei, Neumünster, Germany 
  Poppositions, Millington Marriott, Brussels 
2013  SHOW RCA 2013, Royal College of Art, Battersea, London 

Awards/Funding/Residencies 

2016   Victoria and Albert Museum, work purchased for permanent collection (Assemble) 
2014   Bloomberg New Contemporaries, shortlisted  

Künstlerhaus Stadttöpferei Neumünster, residency, Germany 
2013  Bloomberg New Contemporaries, shortlisted 

Royal Overseas League Trophy Award, winner 
2012  Werner Levy Bequest, Scholarship towards RCA MA Studies 
2010  Arts Council: Grants for the Arts, recipient 
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Highlighted Educational Projects 

Artist Educator, Whitechapel Gallery, 2017 
Children’s Commission in collaboration with Assemble  

 - Working with two KS2 classes from a local primary school over 10 sessions, I designed an educational project 
 that engaged the  students with Assemble’s Children’s Commission exhibition at the Whitechapel Gallery. 
 - My key aim was to encourage students to feel comfortable in a gallery environment, knowing that it is a  
 place for them to think, explore and visit with their families. 
 - Using the exhibition as a starting point, the physical activities and discussions centred around the materiality of 
 clay, manufacturing processes, bricks as an engineering tool, the significance of architecture and design in the 
 local area and how these thoughts related to the history and heritage of their neighbourhood. 
 - The students developed their understanding of the importance of playing with materials as a way of generating 
 new ideas and thinking about the world around them. We considered bricks as a metaphor for collective action, 
 and through a series of games using clay, they recognised the importance of collaboration. 
 - Other activities included a ‘drawing tour’ of the local area, where we walked around the neighbourhood and 
 ‘collected’ buildings by making drawings of them, whilst learning about the architectural and social significance 
 of these places. The children also shared their own stories of the area, which spurred them on enthusiastically 
 with their drawings. 
 - Additionally, I designed a Family Day in connection to the exhibition, attended by over 200 members of the 
 public. Participants were introduced to a number of clay hand-building techniques to make their own terracotta 
 building, inspired by images of living spaces in the local area. 
 - Aside from delivering the workshops in an engaging, clear and organised way, I had to liaise effectively with the 
 Education Team at the Whitechapel Gallery, teachers from the primary school, their support staff, assistants for 
 the workshops, and Assemble. I was praised for designing innovative, original, on budget and well timed  
 activities whilst thoroughly communicating my plans to the various parties involved. 

Artists Educator, Royal Academy of Arts, 2016 - present 
DemonstRAte & Create 

 - DemonstRAte & Create are monthly artist-led ‘taster’ workshops at the Royal Academy, where participants can 
 experience a specific artistic technique. The techniques demonstrated are linked to selected examples from the 
 Royal Academy collections. Making connections to the gallery’s collections in a relaxed and enjoyable  
 environment is central to the project. 
 - I am one of two artists who lead these workshops, with my focus being on sculptural and casting processes. For 
 each session, I research the archives of the Royal Academy collections, selecting works of technical or material 
 interest. I then interpret the techniques associated with the artwork or architectural feature into an accessible 
 workshop for adults and teenagers. The experience level of the group is usually wide, ranging from designers to 
 people who have never touched clay or plaster before.  
 - I have been working on this project since its conception in 2016. I have been heavily involved in developing the 
 programme. After an extremely successful first year, the project was extended until 2019. 

Artist Educator, Metal Culture, 2018 
Mendip Community Wildlife Garden Project with Metal Culture 

 - This project celebrated a wildlife garden in the centre of a 1950s estate in Essex. The project also made links to 
 local heritage, particularly during the period of austerity after WWII.  
 - I lead workshops with two KS2 classes from a local primary school, and further workshops with teenagers at a 
 centre for children who had dropped out of the mainstream educational system. I was also commissioned to 
 design an artwork for the garden itself. I wanted the artwork to be interactive, and so I made an archway covered 
 in patterned stained ceramics. The primary school students had a direct influence on the pattern design used for 
 the archway, by creating abstracted shapes in drawing activities inspired by the local area.  
 - The project had a heavy focus on the use of materials. Loosely under the theme of ‘Make Do and Mend’,  
 students used natural and found materials from the local area to make artworks and functional objects.  
 - Challenges included ensuring the engagement of students who struggled in traditional educational settings. I 
 achieved this through making the activities relevant to their day to day lives, and by making the activities fast-
 paced and tactile. 
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